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============

Clinically drusen are seen in age-related macular degeneration, choroidal nevus, optic nerve head drusen, and membranoproliferative glomerulonephritis.\[[@ref1][@ref2]\] Histopathologically, drusen have been reported to be associated with long-standing retinal detachment (RD) and there is evidence of reversal after successful retinal reattachment surgery.\[[@ref3][@ref4]\]

A 23-year-old woman presented with complaints of intermittent pain in the right eye for the last 2 years. She had a penetrating injury at the age of 4 years for which she underwent primary corneal wound repair followed by membranectomy with anterior vitrectomy for traumatic cataract and penetrating keratoplasty for corneal scarring. However, on follow-up, she developed closed-funnel RD and phthisical changes on ultrasonography B scan and was deemed inoperable. The patient subsequently underwent evisceration with ball implant.

Hematoxylin and eosin stained sections showed a disorganized retina and choroidal tissues with extensive hemorrhage \[[Figure 1](#F1){ref-type="fig"}\]. Multiple-large spherical structures with a fibrillar radiating spoke-like appearance were seen situated beneath the retinal pigment epithelium (RPE). These measured approximately 0.2 mm in diameter and stained positively with periodic acid-Schiff (PAS) and Masson trichrome stains \[Figures [2](#F2){ref-type="fig"} and [3](#F3){ref-type="fig"}\]. Microcalcification and focal osseous metaplasia were also noted in the specimen.

![Photomicrograph showing the multiple-large spherical structures with a fibrillar radiating spoke-like appearance situated beneath the retinal pigment epithelium on hematoxylin and eosin staining (×100 and ×400)](OJO-11-272-g001){#F1}

![Photomicrograph showing the multiple-large spherical structures with a fibrillar radiating spoke-like appearance situated beneath the retinal pigment epithelium on periodic acid-Schiff staining (×100 and ×400)](OJO-11-272-g002){#F2}

![Photomicrograph showing the multiple-large spherical structures with a fibrillar radiating spoke-like appearance situated beneath the retinal pigment epithelium on Masson trichrome staining (×100 and ×400)](OJO-11-272-g003){#F3}

Discussion {#sec1-2}
==========

Drusogenesis is a complex and multifactorial process which happens over many years and causes direct impact due to physical displacement of the RPE monolayer and photoreceptors and indirect influence due to activation of the immune system and local inflammation.

The occurrence of large drusen following long-standing RD has been reported previously. It has been proposed that long-standing RD can cause RPE metaplasia which subsequently leads to drusen formation and osseous metaplasia.\[[@ref5]\] However, the disappearance of drusen following chronic RD has also been noticed.\[[@ref4]\] It should be differentiated from giant drusen which are hamartomatous cellular lesions seen in tuberous sclerosis and which are located more superficially in the optic nerve head and the adjacent retina. They are characterized by astrocytic hyperplasia.
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